EDITOB'S   PREFACE

THE papers included in tins volume, like those in tlie last,
were written at different points of De Quiucey's life, and are
culled from different periodicals. The long opening paper,
entitled "Dr. Parr, or Whiggism in its Relations to Litera-
ture," but containing a great deal more than could be guessed
from that title, and altogether one of the most fascinating
specimens of De Quincey in what may be called his mis-
chievous biographico-satirical vein, was a contribution to
BlacJcwood in 1831. The amusing little paper called "Anec-
dotage " was one of his contributions to the London Magazine
in 1823 ; the pleasant little biographic sketch of the Marquess
Welles!ey appeared in Tail's Magazine in 1846 ; "Coleridge
and Opium-Kiting " is a very interesting BlacJcwood paper of
1845; and the line paper on Charles Lamb was written in 1848
for the North British Review. Of the two sketches of Professor
Wilson, the first and more careful is of date 1829, and has
been resuscitated from the columns of a long-defunct weekly
once known as the Edinburgh Literary Gazette, while the other
and slighter is of date 1850, and from the later and less-
forgotten Edinburgh weekly called Hogg's Instructor. The
valuable but strangely whimsical sketch entitled " Sir
William Hamilton" was a contribution in 1852 to the same
Hogg's Instructor; and the two closing papers of more
distant historical range, entitled "Charlemagne" and "Joan
of Arc," take us back respectively to Blachvood of 1832 and
Tait of 1847. While further particulars in this chronology
may be reserved for notes at the beginnings of the papers
severally, it is well that the reader should be aware before-
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